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Objectives

List the HAI Reporting Requirements to CMS via 
NHSN (National Healthcare Safety Network)

Describe the steps in NHSN Training and Reporting



➢ CDC’s NHSN is the nation’s healthcare-associated infection (HAI) 

tracking system. 

➢ Provides a tool for healthcare facilities (HCFs) to collect information 

about HAIs and other adverse patient events using standardized 

protocols and definitions.

➢ NHSN provides HCFs, health departments, states, regions, and the 

nation with data needed to identify problem areas, measure progress 

of prevention efforts to eliminate HAIs and is comparative.

➢ NHSN allows healthcare facilities to track blood safety errors, 

healthcare personnel influenza vaccine status and infection control 

adherence rates.

➢ Enables healthcare facilities to report HAI via NHSN to the U.S. Center 

for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). 

Purposes of NHSN



Requirements –
things you must do! 

 Monthly Reporting Plan

 Use the CDC definitions & 

surveillance methodology

 Report your data within 30 

days of the end of the month

 Complete an annual survey

 Pass quality control checks

 Report outbreaks to the state 

if informed by NHSN



Clinical Definitions vs. 
Surveillance Definitions

 Clinical Definitions (Diagnosis)

o Used for a single patient

o For diagnosis and therapeutic 

decisions

 Surveillance Definitions

o Applied uniformly to a population

o For identification of trends for 

prevention, control & research

o Use only specific, predetermined 

data elements



NHSN Components

NHSN 
Components

Patient Safety

Long-term 
Care Facility

Outpatient 
Dialysis

Healthcare 
Personnel 

Safety

Biovigilance

Outpatient

Dialysis

Neonatal



Patient Safety

Device-associated 
Module

Procedure 
Associated Module

Surgical Site 
Infections (SSI)

Antimicrobial Use 
& Resistance 
Module (AUR)

Multidrug-Resistant 
Organism and C 
difficile Module

Patient Safety Component Modules



Device-associated 
Module

Bloodstream 
Infection (CLABSI)

Central Line 
Insertion 

Practices (CLIP)

Urinary Tract 
Infection (CAUTI)

Ventilator-
associated Events 
(VAE)-adult only

Pneumonia 
(PedVAP)

PedVAE

Device-Associated Modules



Healthcare Personnel Safety

Healthcare 
Personnel Safety 

Component

Vaccination 
Module

Exposure Module



CMS 

Requirements

NHSN | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/index.html


CMS Requirements-Important Links

CMS Requirements | NHSN | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cms/index.html


CMS Reporting Requirements to NHSN

Healthcare Facility HAI Reporting Requirements to CMS via NHSN Current or Proposed Requirements 

(cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/cms/cms-reporting-requirements.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/cms/cms-reporting-requirements.pdf


CMS 

Reporting 

Requirements 

for Hospitals



CMS Reporting 

Requirement 

Deadlines via NHSN

Page 1 of 5 pages, 

Page 1: ACFs

Reporting Requirements and Deadlines in NHSN per CMS Current & Proposed Rules (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/cms/cms-reporting-requirements-deadlines.pdf


NHSN 

Educational 

Roadmaps

NHSN Educational Roadmap | NHSN | 

CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/roadmap/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/roadmap/index.html


Patient Safety 

Component Training

• Basic Training

• PSC Module Training



NHSN Educational 

Roadmap

• Select Roadmap for a Component



Healthcare Personnel 

Safety Component 

Training
Phase I: Training Basics for All Facilities

Phase II: Training by HCF Type

• Acute Care Facility

• Inpatient Rehab

• Inpatient Psych

• Ambulatory Surgery

• Dialysis

• LTAC



COVID-19 Training (Home Page)

Specific training by HCF type

2023 HCP Weeky COVID-19 Vaccination Module Protocol

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/protocol-hcp-508.pdf


2024 NHSN Annual Training (Virtual) 

Scheduled for March 18-22, 2024

NHSN Annual Training



Newsletter Link: Bottom of NHSN Home Page



Patient Safety 
Component 

(PSC)
Annual Facility Survey



 Annual survey completion deadline is March 1st each year

 After March 1st, facilities can not enter new monthly reporting plan if survey not done

 Survey may change from year to year with additional questions/deleted 

questions

 Survey reflects facility-level data from prior calendar year

 Important to complete accurately since variables are utilized in the (Standard 

Infection Ratio (SIR) and Standard Utilization Ratio (SUR) risk-adjustment 

calculations, for example, for hospitals:

 There are specific surveys for LTACs and Inpatient rehab facilities

PSC Annual Facility Survey

Facility bed size Teaching status

Patient days ICU bed size

#Admissions Medical school affiliation



PSC – Annual Facility Survey Sections

Section Examples of Person that May assist:

Facility characteristics Finance, Nursing Administration

Facility Microbiology Lab practices Lab Director, Microbiology Lead

Infection control practices Infection Preventionist, Hospital 

Epidemiologist, QI Coordinator

Neonatal & newborn practices Neonatal & Newborn Lead, Clinical 

Pharmacy

Antibiotic stewardship practices Pharmacy Director, PharmD, Medical 

Director

Sepsis management Infection Preventionist, Medical Director

Water management Plants Op/Maintenance Director



Patient Safety 

Component 

Annual Facility 

Survey

2023 Patient Safety Annual 

Hospital Survey Form (cdc.gov)

• Page 1 of 28

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/57.103_PSHospSurv_BLANK.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/57.103_PSHospSurv_BLANK.pdf


Instructions for 

Completing 

Annual Survey

• Page 1 of 34



How to add the Annual Survey

Two options to add the Annual Facility Survey

1. From the NHSN home page menu

1. Click on “Surveys”

2. Select “Add”

OR

2. Select the “Survey Required” alert box on your 

facility’s NHSN Home Page

Survey required

2023

Reminder: Separate 

Survey for IRF



How to Add the Annual Survey

OPTON 1

  On the “Add Annual Survey” page:

➢ Select the “Survey Type” in the 

dropdown

➢ Select the Survey  Year in the drop 

down

➢ Enter all required data into your 

survey

➢ Scroll Down and Click “Save”

➢ OPTON 2

➢ Selecting the Survey Alert will direct 

you to the appropriate survey type 

and year to complete

Reminder: By March 1st, 

enter information from 

previous year



How to Find/Edit an Annual Survey

From the NHSN home page menu

➢ Select “Surveys”

➢ Click “Find”

➢ Select “Survey Type”

➢ Select “Survey Year”

Note: You can edit your annual survey 

any time. Please remember that the 

changes made to the survey after a 

CMS deadline, will not be reflected in 

the CMS SIR results sent to CMS



Patient Safety 
Component

Monthly Reporting Plan



PSC – Monthly Reporting Plan

THE MONTHLY REPORTING PLAN:

 Informs CDC of the Patient Safety Component Modules (for example, device-

associated module) that are being followed at your facility during a given 

month and includes the events and locations being monitored

 Allows CDC to select the data that should be included in the aggregate data 

analysis used for creating national benchmarks.

 Determines the required fields for data entry.

 You will only receive alerts based on your saved reporting plan

 A facility must enter a plan for each month of the year

 NHSN will only submit data to CMS for complete months (data for all months 

of the quarter must be in place prior to submission).

TOI 57.106 Monthly Reporting Plan (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/instr/57_106.pdf


PSC – Monthly Reporting Plan



PSC - Select Modules, Locations, 

Procedures to Monitor

MDRO Module



PSC-Monthly Reporting Plan

Device Associated Module

Click “Add Row” to add 

another unit



PSC – Monthly Reporting Plan

Device-Associated Module



About Locations in NHSN

CDC Locations and Descriptions and Instructions for Mapping Patient Care Locations

➢ It is important to first identify those locations in the facility where 

surveillance will be performed.

➢ Once identified, each location must be “mapped” to a standard CDC location 

description.

➢ Review the CDC location descriptions before “mapping”. The specific CDC 

location for a patient care area is determined by the type of patients 

receiving care.

NHSN Location Terms:

• Patient Mix

• NHSN 80% Rule

• Virtual Locations

• Mixed Acuity Locations

For detailed instructions about mapping locations, please see: 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/PDFs/pscManual/15LocationsDescriptions_current.pdf


To Check to See What Locations are Set Up



PSC – Monthly Reporting Plan

Procedure-Associated Module



PSC – Monthly Reporting Plan

Procedure-Associated Module



PSC – Monthly Reporting Plan

Procedure-Associated Module



PSC – Monthly Reporting Plan

Antibiotic Use & Resistance Module

If following 

Antibiotic 

Resistance, 

check boxes 

in last 

column

Q4 NHSN Newsletter (cdc.gov)

NHSN AUR Promoting Interoperability Guidance (cdc.gov)

Q4 NHSN 

Newsletter has 

helpful instructions 

for AUR Module

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/newsletters/q4-2023-nhsn-newsletter-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/cda/PHDI-Facility-Guidance-508.pdf


CMS Required Reporting Measure for 

CY2024: NHSN AUR Module

 NHSN AUR Module to meet the Medicare Promoting Interoperability 

(PI) Program requirements, eligible hospitals and CAHs must meet 

the following prerequisites:

o Have the required data systems or electronic access to the 

required data elements for the NHSN AUR Module

o Use vendor or homegrown technology that has been NHSN-

validated and Office of the National Coordinator for Health 

Information Technology certified: See the lists of AU and AR

NHSN validated vendor software

o Fulfill the basic requirements for submission of data into NHSN

Q4 NHSN Newsletter (cdc.gov), pages 2-3

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cdaportal/sds/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cdaportal/sds/index.html
https://chpl.healthit.gov/#/search
https://chpl.healthit.gov/#/search
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cdaportal/sds/au-vendor-list.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cdaportal/sds/ar-vendor-list.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/newsletters/q4-2023-nhsn-newsletter-508.pdf


Q4 NHSN Newsletter, 

see link on page 2:  

register intent to 

submit AUR data 

within NHSN

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/cda/PHDI-Facility-Guidance-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/cda/PHDI-Facility-Guidance-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/cda/PHDI-Facility-Guidance-508.pdf


PSC - Monthly Reporting Plan
MDRO Module FacWideIN

➢ Add facility-wide inpatient reporting for 
MRSA bacteremia and C. difficile LabID 
events to your monthly reporting plan 
(MRP) using the  “FACWIDEIN” location.

➢ FACWIDEIN includes all inpatient locations, 
ED, and 24-hour observation locations.

➢ Emergency departments and 24-hour
observation locations are included in 
FacWideIN reporting.  NOTE:  These locations 
will automatically be added to your monthly 
reporting plan when you select “FacWideIN”. 
Be sure to validate that NHSN added these 
locations if you have them.



Creating a Monthly Reporting Plan-MDRO Module



Monthly Reporting Plan MDRO Module –

FacWideIN (CMS Required Reporting)



Monthly Reporting Plan – MDRO Module



Monthly Reporting Plan – MDRO Module

CMS-IRF Unit within a Hospital

 Each month, add MRSA bacteremia and C. difficile LabID events to your 

monthly reporting plan using your CMS IRF location. This location will not 

auto-populate for inclusion in reporting.

 The MDRO/CDI Module section of the plan must contain the two rows shown 

below in order for your facility’s data to be sent to CMS.

Repeat steps 

for each CMS-

IRF unit if 

desired. 

Repeat steps 

for each IPF if 

desired





Healthcare 
Personnel Safety 

Component 
(HPSC)

Surveys & Reporting Plans



Healthcare Personnel Safety Component



Healthcare 
Personnel Safety 

Component
Influenza Vaccination Module



Seasonal Survey on Influenza Vaccination 

Program for HCP

To enter the Flu Survey, go to 

HPSC/Survey/Flu/Add

Examples of Questions:

➢ Out of pocket cost to HCP or 

free?

➢ Methods to deliver vaccine to 

HCP

➢ Strategies to promote HCP 

influenza vaccinations

➢ Influenza vaccination policy

➢ Steps taken when HCP refuses 

influenza vaccine



Instructions for Completion of Seasonal 

Survey on HCP Influenza Vaccination Program

NHSN HPS Flu Vaccine 

Protocol 2022 

(cdc.gov), pages 25-28

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps-manual/vaccination/hps-flu-vaccine-protocol-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps-manual/vaccination/hps-flu-vaccine-protocol-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps-manual/vaccination/hps-flu-vaccine-protocol-508.pdf


HCP Influenza Vaccination Module

Monthly Reporting Plan



HCP Influenza Vaccination Module

Monthly Reporting Plan for Facilities with IRF



HCP Influenza Vaccination Module

Influenza Summary



HCP Influenza Vaccination Module

How to Enter Vaccination Summary 



HCP Influenza Vaccination Module

How to Enter Influenza Summary (Cont.) 

Note: Entering “Weekly” 

Flu Vaccination Summary 

is Optional



HCP Influenza Vaccination Module

How to Enter Influenza Summary (Cont.) 



HCP Influenza Vaccination Module

Influenza Vaccination Summary 

Reporting Deadline 

Requirement for CMS 

is May 15th

After data is entered, 

click “Save”.  You can 

“Edit” later if needed



HCP Influenza Vaccination Module

Influenza Summary 



HCP Influenza Vaccination Summary for 

IRF or IPF Units



Healthcare 
Personnel Safety 

Component
COVID-19 Vaccination Module

(Launched December 2020)



HCP COVID-19 Vaccination Module



HCP COVID-19 Vaccination Module





HCP Covid-19 Vaccination Module

Vaccination Summary



HCP COVID-19 Vaccination Module

Vaccination Summary (Cont.)

Combined Covid-19 Vaccination Protocol 

for Healthcare Personnel (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/protocol-hcp-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/protocol-hcp-508.pdf


NHSN PEARLS

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://jayakrishnanalwaye.blogspot.com/2012_10_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Use Correct Manual for the Data Year



Patient Safety 

Component Monthly 

Reporting Plan

 Enter Monthly reporting plan for the 

entire calendar year, for example, 

enter reporting plan for each month 

January through December 2024.

 If monthly reporting plan has not 

been entered, you will not receive 

an alert from NHSN that it has not 

been entered.



MDRO and CDI 

Monthly 

Denominator Form



Missing an event you know you entered?



NHSN Users & Facility Administrator

 NHSN Facility administrator is the primary contact

 Reassigning the NHSN Facility Administrator Role

• From the left navigation bar, select Facility > Facility Info.

• From the Edit Facility Information screen, go to the Contact Information sections.

• Find “Facility Administrator” on list and click the “reassign” button, on the far right. 

• Select an existing user who will be reassigned this role.

• Assign the user with administrative rights. 

• Save the updated information on the Edit Facility Info page.

 Deactivating Users

• Select USERS on the left navigation bar, select FIND, and FIND again on the 
bottom of the screen. 

• Select the user’s profile, go to EDIT, at the USER ACTIVE drop down, toggle to 
YES/NO>SAVE.

 If the NHSN Facility administrator is no longer available, NHSN user can complete the 
NHSN Facility Reassignment Form: Change NHSN Facility Administrator | NHSN | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/facadmin/


Creating a Group in NHSN

 Group administrator creates the group:

 First, you must identify a facility in NHSN to nominate the group

 Provides the facility with the name of group, type and group 
administrator’s contact info

 Sets a joining password for the group

 Sets up template of data rights to be accepted by group members

 Provides the group ID and joining password to group members

 Email facility asking to join group, includes name of group and 
password to join

 Facilities join the group using the Group’s NHSN ID number, 
joining password and accepts the data rights template

Creating a Group (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/groups-startup/CreateGroup-current.pdf


Facility 

Joins Group

Only an 

Administrative-level 

user can enter the 

Group ID and joining 

Password



Facility 

Confers 

Rights



Summary

 CMS Reporting Requirements were reviewed: Link is found on NHSN Home 

Page.

 NHSN now has Educational Roadmaps: A guided tour of the training 

materials and information needed for your facility.

 The annual survey in the Patient Safety Component collects detail facility 

level data from the previous calendar year & must be completed by March 1st.

 In the Patient Safety Component, a reporting plan must be completed for 

each month indicating which modules your facility will be following.

 A seasonal survey on the influenza vaccination program should be completed 

annually.

 The flu summary must be completed by May 15th each year.

 The reporting plan for the influenza module is now automatically updated for 

July 1 – June 30th.
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https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/hps/vaccination/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/healthcare-personnel-safety/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps-manual/vaccination/hps-flu-vaccine-protocol-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/protocol-hcp-508.pdf


QUESTIONS
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